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Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had 

married a Cushite.  2“Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?” they asked.  “Hasn’t he 

also spoken through us?”  And the LORD heard this.  
3(Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of the 

earth.)  
4At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, 

all three of you.”  So the three of them went out.  5Then the LORD came down in a pillar of 

cloud; he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam.  When the two 

of them stepped forward, 6he said, “Listen to my words:  

“When there is a prophet among you,  

I, the LORD, reveal myself to them in visions,  

I speak to them in dreams.  
7But this is not true of my servant Moses;  

he is faithful in all my house.  
8With him I speak face to face,  

clearly and not in riddles;  

he sees the form of the LORD.  

Why then were you not afraid  

to speak against my servant Moses?”  

9The anger of the LORD burned against them, and he left them.  
10When the cloud lifted from above the tent, Miriam’s skin was leprous—it became as 

white as snow.  Aaron turned toward her and saw that she had a defiling skin disease, 11and 

he said to Moses, “Please, my lord, I ask you not to hold against us the sin we have so foolishly 

committed.  12Do not let her be like a stillborn infant coming from its mother’s womb with 

its flesh half eaten away.”  
13So Moses cried out to the LORD, “Please, God, heal her!”  
14The LORD replied to Moses, “If her father had spit in her face, would she not have been 

in disgrace for seven days?  Confine her outside the camp for seven days; after that she can 

be brought back.”  15So Miriam was confined outside the camp for seven days, and the people 

did not move on till she was brought back.  

 

In Ancient Greek Mythology, there is a legend of a young man named Narcissus.  

Narcissus was an extremely beautiful young man.  One day Narcissus was out hunting when he 

stopped by a stream to get a drink of water.  As he knelt down on the stream bank, he caught a 

glimpse of his own reflection staring back at him.  He was so mesmerized by his own reflection 

that he sat there staring back at it and then he reached out and tried to touch it and fell into the 

stream and drowned. 

The moral of the story is pretty clear.  Don’t get too caught up in yourself; vanity and 

self-absorption will only lead to your downfall.  It isn’t all that unlike the warning we find in 



Proverbs: Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall (Pr  16:18).  The 

problem with the legend of Narcissus, however, is that it doesn’t provide us with an alternative 

solution.  It’s one thing to tell people not to get caught up in themselves; it’s another thing to get 

them to follow through.  Selfishness, vanity, and pride are all part of our human nature; they’re a 

part of who we are.  Denying those emotions is not as easy as reading a story and deciding that, 

since it got Narcissus killed I guess I’m going to avoid that.  Even if you can get people to set 

aside ego in the interest of self-preservation, then their motivation is still self-centered, it’s still 

egotistical. 

God knew that the state we were in was hopeless.  He knew that when we looked in the 

mirror the only thing we would see staring back at us was our own reflection, and that we would 

let our lives waste away in our obsession of serving that person in the mirror.  He knew there was 

nothing we could do or would do to change that and that our obsession of ego, our insistence on 

putting ourselves first, would lead to our death, so He sent His Son Jesus to save us from 

ourselves. 

Unlike Greek mythology, Jesus gives us an alternative.  Not only has He forgiven us for 

all our sins of pride and ego, He’s also given us something else to live for.  That was pretty clear 

in the Gospel last week: Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves… and 

follow Me (Mk 8:34).  The closer we follow Jesus, the more we’ll see the tremendous impact He 

has made on us.  In particular, we see how Christ has impacted our egos, enabling us to show 

humility in our own individual callings and at the same time to remain humble in the face of 

opposition. 

True humility is a fruit of the Spirit.  It is something that is possible only for Christians.  

When the Holy Spirit planted the first seed of faith in your heart through the Word of God or 

through baptism, He planted within you the ability to be humble.  Yet when I look at myself in 

the mirror, I do not see a person who is always humble.  I do not see a man who always puts the 

affairs of Christ and of others before his own.  That’s because the new spirit within me is 

constantly fighting against that original human nature which is still very much a part of me. 

In our Old Testament lesson, we got a pretty clear picture of what it can look like when 

our sinful nature gets the better of us.  Miriam and Aaron were not being humble in the positions 

God had called them to fill.  They wanted more than what they had.  Our text also shows us the 

snowball effect that sins of pride can have.  What began as a search for more power and more 

authority had escalated to the point of using racial slurs putting down Moses’s wife as an excuse 

to call his leadership into question. 

Our text shows us God’s immediate reaction.  At once the LORD said to Moses, Aaron 

and Miriam, “Come out to the tent of meeting, all three of you.”  So the three of them went 

out.  Then the LORD came down…  And I’m going to pause right there because those last five 

words are enough to send shivers up your spine, aren’t they?  I can remember as I was growing 

up I would occasionally do something I was not supposed to.  Sometimes Mom would handle it, 

sometimes she’d wait for my dad to get home.  I might be playing in the basement when he got 

back from work and then “Dad came down.”  That was scary enough.  I can’t imagine the 

prospect of God Himself coming down to call me to account for some sin I had committed. 

But that’s exactly what happened to Aaron and Miriam: Then the LORD came down in 

a pillar of cloud; he stood at the entrance to the tent and summoned Aaron and Miriam.  

When the two of them stepped forward, 6he said, “Listen to my words:  



Then God reminded them exactly where their authority came from.  Miriam was a 

prophetess whom God had chosen at times to reveal His Word to the people.  Aaron was the 

High Priest whom God also used as an instrument in His dealings with the Israelite people.  

Their claim to authority came from God and God alone.  Moses was a prophet too but unlike any 

other.  God typically appeared to prophets in visions or in dreams but He had spoken to Moses 

face to face.  Just like them, Moses had received his authority from God, unlike them, he had 

spoken directly with God, and yet Aaron and Miriam were foolish enough to call his authority 

into question.  That foolishness stemmed from their selfish human nature which was blinding 

them to everything else.  God’s punishment brought them back to reality as they saw that they 

had sinned not only against their little brother but against the LORD.  As the pillar of cloud 

withdrew from the Tent of Meeting, there was Miriam, covered in leprosy from head to toe.   

Why Miriam and not Aaron?  Wasn’t he as guilty as she was?  Maybe Miriam was the 

instigator and Aaron was simply followed along.  The fits with the fact that Miriam’s name is 

listed first here and it fits with the profile we have on Aaron.  We aren’t too far removed here 

from the events at Mt. Sinai when Aaron listened to the people and went along with their plans 

by constructing the golden calf.   

What about Moses?  Was he really as great as he’s made out to be?  Verse three of our 

text says, Now Moses was a very humble man, more humble than anyone else on the face of 

the earth.  It’s a somewhat ironic verse to find in a book written by Moses but we have to 

remember that the Holy Spirit inspired Moses with the words he should write.  Moses did 

demonstrate his humility that day.  He understood that it was God who had put him where he 

was.  He accepted his calling and didn’t seek for more than he had been given.  

Moses showed us how a Christian lives and acts.  We all have our own unique callings in 

life: husband, wife, parent, child, student, employee, or employer.  Ultimately, though, our 

calling is the same: live your life to glorify God.  It doesn’t always play out that way, does it?  

More often than we’d care to admit, we live our lives to glorify ourselves.   

There’s two ways we really let that show.  The first is when, just like Miriam and Aaron, 

we look at the people around us, and we see that what they have is nicer than what we have.  For 

some reason, that really gets us going.  We grow jealous of those people and that jealousy in turn 

leads to more thoughts that are sinful: thoughts of anger, hatred, and spite.  The second way is 

when, like Miriam and Aaron, we look at where we are in life and take the credit for ourselves.  

We can easily forget that God is the one who put us where we are and gave us what we have.  

These prideful, arrogant attitudes are dangerous.  God signified the extent of that danger when 

He inflicted Miriam with leprosy. 

Leprosy was already an absolutely terrible skin disease.  But what made it even worse 

were the conditions God had attached to it.  Lepers were not allowed to live in the Israelite camp.  

They were outcasts, cut off from the rest of society, cut off from the tabernacle.  Our sinful, 

prideful thoughts infect us in the same way as leprosy and they have the same effect: our sins 

separate us from God.  We may not have something like leprosy to keep reminding us but the 

punishment for sin is hell, complete separation from God for all eternity.  So yes, sinful pride is a 

serious issue. 

So, how should we act?  What should our attitude be like?  Moses is certainly a fine 

example, but you’ll find an even better one in Jesus.  Jesus is the perfect example of taking your 

position in life, your calling, and living it out in every capacity to the glory of God.  Jesus is the 

alternative.  That’s why the apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians: Your attitude should be the 

same as that of Christ Jesus: Who… made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a 



servant being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to death— even death on a cross (Ph 2:5ff). 

Living in Christ-like humility isn’t going to be a cakewalk.  Around every corner, you’ll 

find opposition from the sinful world you live in and your self-serving nature will cry out in 

protest.  It certainly wasn’t easy for Moses to live in humility either.  Moses probably received 

more opposition from Pharaoh and the Egyptians than most of us will see in a lifetime.  He was 

opposed by his people on a fairly regular basis, and now he was under attack from his own 

brother and sister.  But even through all of that, Moses was humble in the face of opposition, 

reflecting the same love and humility that Christ would show some fourteen centuries later.  He 

did not fight back against Miriam and Aaron’s rebellion; he trusted in the LORD and humbly 

waited for God to take action, believing the whole time that God would do what was best.   

When God did act, and struck Miriam with leprosy his humility persisted.  We might 

expect that Moses would have reacted in spite, saying that Miriam had received the punishment 

for her sin and that it wasn’t his place to do anything about it.  But he didn’t.  He had compassion 

on her even when she had torn him down and ridiculed his wife.  Moses called out and prayed 

for God’s mercy upon Miriam.  He faced his opposition with love and prayed for the deliverance 

of his enemies.  God heard Moses’ prayer and He healed Miriam. 

Is that the kind of love we demonstrate in our lives?  Once again, it’s usually our prideful 

arrogance that gets in the way.  When others challenge us, our kneejerk reaction is to fire back a 

haughty response.  Whether with spouses, co-workers, friends, students, parents, or whoever it 

may be, we always want to assert ourselves.  We love to see the people that oppose us fail.  We 

get such great satisfaction out of being able say those four little words “I told you so.”  But that 

isn’t denying ourselves.  That isn’t following Christ.  When Christ was oppressed and 

afflicted, He didn’t say anything.  He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 

before her shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth (Is 53:7).  As He looked out at the 

faces of those proud, arrogant, sinners who had nailed His hands and feet to the cross the only 

words He had to say were, Father, forgive them (Lk 23:34).  

And He has forgiven us.  Because of the sacrifice Christ made for us, God has removed 

our sin from us just as He removed the leprosy from Miriam.  And that punishment of death and 

separation from God has been paid.  Through the washing of Christ’s blood, we have been made 

children of God and heirs of eternal life.  They say imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.  

You see that in children as they imitate their parents.  We see it more and more as we grow up.  

The apostle Paul tells us, be imitators of God as dearly loved children and live a life of love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. 

Christ-like humility is impossible for us by nature.  By nature, we’re trapped in selfish 

pride and arrogance.  Yet the Lord has made it possible as His Spirit works within us.  Through 

His Word and the power of your baptism, He has made an impact on your heart.  He has given 

you a new nature, one that imitates Him. 

As a Christian, impacted by the crucifixion and resurrection of your Savior, Jesus Christ 

when you look at your reflection you see more than just yourself.  Because there, in that mirror, 

staring back at you is a child of God.  Let us always strive to live our lives not as our nature 

would have us, serving the face in the reflection, but as Christ would have us, serving Him.  Let 

us live our lives to bring glory to God,  imitating Jesus by humbly fulfilling the responsibilities 

of the callings He has placed us in and submitting to Him and to His will whenever the world or 

our own flesh oppose us.  To God alone be the glory.  Amen. 


